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Native American Veterans Memorial Update 01 ► “Warriors’ Circle of Honor” Chosen  

The jury for the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian, National Native American Veterans 

Memorial has unanimously selected the design concept submitted by Harvey Pratt titled, “Warriors’ Circle of 

Honor.” Groundbreaking for the memorial is slated for September 21, 2019. It is slated to open late 2020. “Through 

meeting thousands of Native American Veterans, I learned most of all about the commitment these Veterans have to 

the wellbeing of the United States,” said Kevin Gover, director of the museum. “These Veterans are perfectly aware 

that they are serving a country that had not kept its commitments to Native people, and yet they chose—and are still 

choosing—to serve. This reflects a very deep kind of patriotism. I can think of no finer example of service to the 

United States and the promise it holds.” 

 

 
Designer Henry Platt’s Concept 
 

Native Americans serve at a higher rate per capita than any other population group. Few outside the military and 

American Indian Nations know that Native people have served in the U.S. Armed Forces since the American 

Revolution and continue to serve today. The nation’s capital is known for its grand monuments and solemn 

memorials, including many honoring the nation’s Veterans. Yet no national landmark in Washington, D.C., focuses 

on the contributions of American Indians, Alaska Natives and Native Hawaiians who have served in the military 

since colonial times. Harvy Pratt, who is Cheyenne and Arapaho, is a multimedia artist and recently retired forensic 

artist, as well as a Marine Corps Vietnam Veteran. His design concept is a multisensory memorial. An elevated 

stainless steel circle rests on an intricately carved stone drum. You can Listen to Pratt describe his design concept in 

detail. The selected design will undergo further development in partnership with the museum.  

VA’s director of tribal government relations, Stephanie Birdwell, was a juror on the panel selecting the final design. 

“The National Native American Veterans Memorial is both personally and professionally meaningful to me as the 

daughter, granddaughter and niece of Native American Veterans,” Birdwell shared. “In my professional role with 

VA, I’ve been fortunate to meet, serve and work with Native American Veterans from across the country and I 

understand how important this memorial is to the Veterans, their families and to our country.  

Congress commissioned the museum (https://www.congress.gov/103/bills/hr2135/BILLS-103hr2135enr.pdf) to 

build a memorial that gives “all Americans the opportunity to learn of the proud and courageous tradition of service 

of Native Americans in the Armed Forces of the United States.” “This memorial will be an enduring tribute to the 

sacrifice, service, stories and experiences of Native American Veterans,” Birdwell said. “As jurors, we carefully 

reviewed a competitive applicant pool of design submissions and by unanimous consent, agreed that Harvey Pratt’s 

design will achieve these goals and will serve to honor the generations of Native American men and women who 

served our country in the past, present and future.” [Source: Vantage Point | Megan Moloney | June 28, 2018 ++] 

 


